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Alexander Woods Banfield and his wife Althea (“Ella") Amanda Banfield are the

undin orpioneedng missionaries of the United Missionary Church of Africa, but

very little is known in our churches about them, A. W. Banfield never had a biography,
yethis decisions and policies shaped the first generation of the work of our mission.

This paper is offered as a first fruit of a personal research undertaken for some
ycmonﬂtelifemdwofkofAWBanﬁeld.Tbcongiml motive was to explain to
UMCA youth why our church follows certain channels in missions and is flourishing in
certain parts of Nigeria. The life of Banfield is instructive for the whale church now,
more than 50 years after his death,

Amnnbarofunpmamsmdmofﬂ\ccmsthncuumh in Nigeria mention
Banfield, our mission and church.' Unfortunately. these books contain errors that show
that the authors were unfamitiar with our stary, and these errors get repeated.’ Even our
own writers and students misunderstand or ignore sources that would answer some
often repemdquuuonsabomourdmreh.

A W Banfield came to be called “Zabokun Nupe™ (White Nupe) during his 18
years in Nnyﬁcimd. He gratefully 100k 1t to be a compliment. How did this man get to
Nigeria? H mbecomat!wistho?\vm ideas of missionary work did he bring to

and How did he change as a result of Tiving here? How does his work affect us in
th llh,b % mmmeofmcmionswe may hopewuédmsmuusmdyof

is upt IS

Aléx_nud« Woods Banficld was born in Quebec City, the capital of the
inceoff ada, on Sunday, August 3* 1878. His parents were William

ry Ba dand IEliubet‘l:ergnst'm The coulﬂe wagm&gﬂmgﬁh}

nch-speaking part of a British colony, part of the newly created iona
lexander was the third of six children. The families were Methodist

~ Before the boy was 2 yeurs old. however, the family moved to Toronto, the capital

of the province of Ontario. Toronto was then a mainly English-speaking city of about

200,000 people, The father of the l‘umily went into an engineering business,

manufacturing dics, tool-stamping presses and so on. Alex attended three primary

schools in what fs now the old centre of the ¢ity before the failure of his father's business

. ion in 1890. This meant that at 12 years, Alex had to leave

first he worked at a general goods shop, and then for 3 street railway

. He enjoyed mechmiml wotk of any kind. In 1896, Alex and a

ed with their father who was begin gln business again. Alex started

hip studies to be an engineer, followlngh futher's profaslun Engincering
wuhdthenaunlverﬂty-conmlbdmfesim

_ Atseventeen, Alex joined the regiment of the Canadian. Army called the Queen's

Own Rifles, which was something fike a militia or reserve regiment, For Alex, it meant

learning to play comet part-time in the regimental band. This kil became usetul in

Nigeria in ga ering a crowd! Fora fewyembefom 1900, Alex was a volunteer worker

o




for the Fred Victor Mission, s ministry to poor people in ‘Toronto opetated by his church.
In Toronto, the Banfield family were members of a large middle-class Methodist
Church of Canada congregation called the Metropolitan Church. There he met his future
Althea Priest, who was alsoa volunteer worker atthe
A W Banfield recorded the date of his conversion in bis app!
industrial Mission as October 18, 1900, Toward the end of 1900, at
Alexander Banfield had what he later described as a “soul-reyiving experience” al
newly-opened eastern Toronto mission of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church on
e savent Sreet” He said he “felthe hand of God uid heavily upon me.” In addition,
he felt challenged to “give my life o $God) and 1o go to Africa as a missionary.”
Although the MBIC mission was not far from his home in Toronto, how a young
thodist got to the Mennonite mission is not clear. However, this Mennonite group
was notmerely Mennonite, buta revivalistic Wesleyan holiness

‘Canadian Methodists in 1900 were well aware of the revivalistic heritage of their
church, but in some sections of their denomination, which was
lmmmmmmlmnons, revivals and “scriptural holiness™ were dying out.
Until more records turn up, we can only guess what took Banfield to the MBIC mission.

~Until 1897, the Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada (as the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ in Canada are now -called), had almost no churches in any city in

Canada, and few anywhere in the United States. Nearly all the members of this.

denomination were farmers. In 1900, they had about 1,500 members in Canada and
about 2,300 in the United States. ' = _

However, in 1897, the MBIiC de move into Toronto. They began with

evangelistic campaigns in two. areas: on the cast and west sides of the city. Elder (we

,f‘Revmn,ﬁd") Noah Detwiler was vd_\g‘lj_w_;sﬁon lcader for the first

yung women mission workers, supervised by him, were at first the main

of the castern mission. Sarah Pool, : miuiomloChinp.w:ismof

as common in those days for evangelistic meetings (o last for

ol MBIC evangelists preached both salvation from sin

- on the Cross, and the need to be made holy in heart by the

Spirit,” Early missionaries 1o ‘Nigeria mention missing the

camp-meetings and the regular church services. A “good” meeting was when

many people weptat the benches for prayer and “prayed through” (that is, taking a long

time) 10 Victory Over sin oF until assured that God had filled their hearts with “perfect

love.”

then one of Canada’s

West mission, then on Sp | tid s! l;vgem

tent preaching” and h attended a Methodist Sunday School.

castern side of the city, where she met Alexander at the Fred Vi

the MBIiC Parliament Street mission was opened, and both young peop ed.

There they were baptized as adult belieyers. Both became interested in missions to West

Africa by reading and listening to retumned missionaries.” Both applied 1o the Africa
Mission (as the Sudan Interio .Mhsjouwukmwnintbosg xander

was accepted as the last of the 4 in the pionect of the SIM, but

; years). Alex
: ist of the Althea had to wait 4
years before she could join him as his wife. Meanwhile, she was not wasting time; she

became one of the city mission evangelists. In 1905, she married Alexander Banfield,
and spent her first months of married life speaking with him in MBIC districts in Canada




and the United States.” '

Banfield's family are curiously absent from most of the records of his
money for a project in Nigeria. One wonders what they thought of his sudden new
enthusiasm for missions.”’ :

After A W Banfield's conversion, his life changed rapidly. The year of his
conversion, he 1ook up evening classes at the Toronto Missionary Training Institute (a
forerunner of Tyndale University College and Seminary). This evangelical school, one
‘ofthe earliest Bible Colleges, was founded in 1894 and supplied many older evangelical
and newer “faith” missions with recruits, Graduates were in constant and close contact
‘with the Institute. Banfield wrote that, while he did not then know the story of the MBiC

-

member of the young mission, Elmore Harris, was
Institute, and Rowland Bingham of the “AIM” (SIM's
 frequent visitor. Still, it is a wonder that in 1901, not even a ycar after his “soul-reviving
experience,” Alexander Banfield volunteered to be a missionary and was on his way to
On the board of the AIM was 4 Mennonite. The only Mennonites active in Toronto
mmmcymupm‘mo.x.mmm.mmmmmelmkmm@:
not just one, but two MBIC members to the attention of the AIM. T
The second applicant for Africa was Ebenezer A Anthony, and in fact he was
:cepted before Banficld. Elder E A Anthony (1865 1913) was the Presiding Elder
(Church District Superintendent, we would say), of the MBiC Michigan (USA)
_Conference. Toserve in SIM meant hie had to leave his family behind. :
sl Atthetime of his death, Elder Anthony had 3 girls and one son, whose name, “Ray
Banfield,” shows he was born after the futher's return from Nigeria. It is proof that
Anthony had high regard for A W Banfield. Anthony was 13 years older than Banficld,
and was chosen by the SIM group as the leader of the pioncer team, the only ordained
man among the 4 of them, with over ten years' experignce in ministry. Rowland
Eklndmn later recalled that the SIM Council had accepted Banfield mainly because of

is anical ability.” They believed him to be a sound Christian, of course, but they
were not looking to him for leadershiphe was 23! Bingham had high praise for
\nthony's leadership: The leader of that party, while continuing on the field less than a
year and a half, steadied things during the crucial period of getting the foundations laid."
I otir books, and those of ECWA and SIM, it is sometimes written as if “Rev™ (he

was not ordained until 1905) Banfield was the leader of the mission team, but that did

en until the other three were dead or forced home due to sickness, in 1903.

‘Banficld's leadership was appreciated during the next year and a half
January 1905). " :

¢ other two members of the 1901 team, Charles H. Robinson and Albert F.

were apparcntly Baptists, members of a Baptist congregation that Bingham

astored from 1896-98 in New York State (USA), There is no relationship of this

Robinson to the two Robinson brothers of the CMS “Sudan Party” so far as one can tcll,

though one had the same first name and initial, “Charles H."" Like Banfield and

Ambomhmyoung men deserve much credit for the success of the SIM in getting

established at all in Northem Nigeria, but little seems to have been published about any

\0




of them, Taylor's carly death and Robinson's early return from Africa, no doubt, make
their stories difficult to trace. One thing we should notice is that this new mission, like
many (butnotall)in missions history, was begun by the young men, as we would count
them in Nigeria. In 1901, Bingham himself was only 28 or 29
The mission's goal was the Muslin Hausa of Northern Nigeria, The south had had
missions for over 30 years, and had thousands of Christians already, Taylor and
Robinson were sent to Tripoli in North Affica (now in Libya), There they could study
Hausa with the colony of Housa traders while avoiding the danger of West African
diseases that took so many European lives, The 1wo men, and a married couple from
England, studied Housa for part of a year. Unfortunately, the English coupledid not get
along with the two North Americans. Anthony and Banfield went to England to meet
with Taylor and Rabinson before coming to Nigeria together. They stayed a month in
Liverpool. speaking inmany churches and missions.” ' ‘
Bingham and another member of the mission council also went (o England, and
attempted (o reconcile the missionaries during a week of Bible exhortation and prayer.
Reconciliation may ot have happened. but Bingham believed that something good
resulted from the week's delay in Liverpool. They all had'a chance to meet Lieutenant-
Colonel (later Lord) Frederick Lugard. Lugard was just returning to Nigeria with his
position of High Comntissioner of Northem Nigeria (he was not Governor-General
until later).” Lugard encouraged the men to travel on the same ship to Nigeria with him,
and he was quite willing 1o help them find a place 10 establish & missionary base, us long
as itwasnotin Muslim €mirates opposed to Christian mmissions. Since the SIM did want
to reach the Muslim nocth, this restriction immediately set the (mission in opposition to
that policy of the colonial government. On its part, the government saw the missions’
role as pacifying and civilizing. Lugard reported at the end of the year that, *Dr. Miller
(of the CMS)and Rev. Anthony. . afford us every co fidence that both missions will be

n
of great value inthe work of civilization and progress.™”
" The four men of the African Industrial Mission (L. SIM) prepared 10 sail for
Africa, At a farewell meeting, an unexpected offering exactly covered their EXpenses,
and they were encouraged. They left the city of Liverpool, England, 30" October 1901
on a'ship called the Royal Mail Steamer Bomu, i1 both UMS and SIM sccounts, on

board the ship, the ship's doctor made the famous prediction to Anthony that all of them
would soon die, and “you sce that young man, Banfield: you will bury him outhere insix
months: he will be the first of your party to die.™' By the mercy of God, after two and a
half years, only Banfield was healthy enough to carry on. Banfield and all the others
knew the hazards. He himself “bade farewell to some of our passengers whom we felt
would never see England again.™ B AR S
‘Al the mouths of the Niger River, they stopped at Forcados (Delta State) Nov, 18,
On the government river steamer the S S Kampali, they paddied up the Niger to Lokoja
25 Lugard had a temporary administrative centre. The accommodation
} . Royal Niger Company did not exist. At the post office,
thev looked for any mail, the assistant Post Master, i man from Sierra Leone,
knew of theircoming and immediately offered them 3 rooms in hiSHqusd.'Banﬂéid!uid
that during their stay of nearly 4 months in his house, “we had some very blessed times,
and can recall many happy ours spent among the people there™ 1t was the mercy of
God forthe 4 helpless strangers to be brought gently into »Africa” by an African, though
himselfa stranger” in Lokoja, as so many in the town were.




The Church Missionary Society missionaries in Lokoja also helped the Anthony
team scarch for their own miss -base, Together, they visited the Bassa, Kabba, and
otherplhoumﬂ people. Banfield, wm-:xccum photomphicmimwnh him.

th .Mof’w}lﬂmlﬂhﬂa vnluablccollesﬁouaf of photographs
ol’Aﬁ'fen‘s people and culture. Banfield and Robinson journeyed with the CMS Rev. 1 D
AmwutqvtshAngﬂcaq mission work in Kabba, They used interpreters to speak in
pmbmknvdwnlkdlmcﬂy wnhthoulhcyma.'meyhndalmdy
d for more workers.™

By March of IMAmhw.Robmmn,thuM Banﬁ#decidad tobeyuﬂmr
mmlmmgdxenmbywljorpeoplempamﬂnmau the Nupe. They were
gim permission by the government 10 approach the Nupe of Patigi (also spelled
Pategi), the first emirate on the south side of the Niger, separate from the larger emirate
‘of Bida. Lugard probably considered the emirate safely under the British and a good
p]bcefonncxpcmncedmusmwstobegm. It was not the mission's main goal they
wmcedtogo farther north but facing the situation. ludmtmhon&.Ammny s wisdom is
 probably seen in this decision, which proved to be the first permanent SIM mission base.
édojBanﬁ;:;lwmeabwﬂwlmdhgdwymmhallmmdsmwadmidcm

i near Patigi:

" We did not know where we were going to sleep that night, we could not speak 10
the people.. .Assoonasdwboatl;ldlcnus.wckncudownundeummdnked&d
to direct us in our new life and lead us to a place whemsvecouldp\uwrgoodundako
dcepﬁn’thcmght.

L Tl e Loy SE G s
10t long before the Etsu of Patigi, Idirisu Gana, understood what SIM team wanted, and
M" fw4m~wﬂbdhumtobpm¢emmmmswmm

 Establishing their mission base took a lot of time, but the team never lost sight of

ir ' AsdwylwnedmeNppehngnm they began preaching as best they
could. After a while they opened a school for libmcx in Nupe, using the alphabel

Banficld devised. Simple medical help was offered, too

Banfield may have been the “mechanic” of the mission, but as his fellow
missionaries became sick, he had to assume more and more responsibility. Healmdy
was in charge of the mission's goods for bartering for supplies. The goods' main use
were to pay for the firewood, water, food.bulldinsmu:hlnndthemnyom“mm
NonhAwumfoundnecmymmmmdsﬁlldomqmimomwwk

From the start of their mission to the Nupe, Banfield had begun a rigorous personal
quest to “get” the Nupe language. At a time, he admitted it seemed like “trying ©
distinguish between barks and grunts.”™ He later wrote:

Forﬂ!cﬂtmwoymlucvermdlbookorpapa kindhsushsh,except
my Bible. | determined to get this language at all costs. lllvedlnn.hhoughtlnh.l

prayed in it; | dreamed in it. So great was my passion to leam it that L even put it before

mylulduudlﬂ'c.Atnoﬂme.durihgmyyemofhngumwoﬂr.dldleverlmveusu
mhw:ancmanwhokmawmdofEnglish 1 struggled for, and hunted out every
word I learned. I never forgotaword.”

The team welcomed an independent worker, phnnmmAndmv P Stirrett of
Toronto, in November 1902," Anthony had been told to expeet him and put him under




M;HWMM-wdi‘tqldinglM&_'_ aphy. In the dry

N ‘_‘zwwtﬁ\zlm:mmwoct wood-frame doors.
However, by March 190 ‘t%ﬁMuﬂChyluRobme-m;kkztbkm
: Ameﬁea.mmolduvuihbledom:gmpch

about Robinson from this point on, except that Robinson and Anthony resigned from

SIM after reaching home. Anmnyncjverruuquvaesl.wqumgmrw;
 The Patigi team’s efforts had encouraged the mission Council in Toronta Lo send
mperinwndem. In October they felt

, : pervised the construction of mission
| InBﬂt:-Alben Taylor led new missionaries, Rev. and Mmchlﬂosﬂomu(h
Charles Waddell and Mr W Spinks in the attempt. Sadly, Albert Taylor died in Bida
before the end of the year, leaving only Banficld of the original SIM team." That
December one couple, Mr. and Mrs. Judd._ resigned, and went bome, Mr. Jucd 1o
Whetpinzhwwﬁddin uhﬁmi‘nmﬁm Ako.ln 1904, one man was sent home,
sick mbmm_tndsmmﬂpéd! Slckhﬁﬁsclfwimcomplmjgfmm
, Banficld was wearing out. Still, the muslowiesmpraying for
the colonial government 10 lift its ban on missions to the northern people.” They
o i ‘ traveling ou from Patigi fora

,mh._ﬁ_mﬁeldmdudnmnhccalled&jibommﬂ%ﬂ\’mbwdflm_.'l‘!,\j_sjs
certainly Gbajibo, ldo‘km-up—momhemge;mmg.whm'm;sﬁ UMCA
; _ establis 43. From there he had to rush back to Bida, to care for &
| In Novemt Wushishi near Zunger
W‘h&ndﬁhﬁmﬁwcmmmmbl&hmém&dm:mum

The town was considercd a Haus colony, and at last the mission was in contact with the

Banfield conducted the negotiations and supe

directly.

" By the end of 1904, Banfield needed relief. He returned to North America with 6
other mission members, reaching Toronto by January 1905, “much broken in health.”
Stirrett became the field leader in Nigeria. _

ANew Beginning for Banfield 1905-1915 oy ,
Banficld's experiences with the African Industrial Mission in Northern Nigeria.
deeply stirred him toward the evangelization of the “Su . He was weak but not.
discouraged. He had emerged as a strategist, linguist-translator and administrator in
addition to his practical abilities, qualities unsuspected by the mission at first and may.
be ummlf ‘With hardly a pause, in Canada, Banficld set himself to a number of
First, hemMmmmAhhqummwhmmwgmdfamemc-z
of Nigeria since Sepiember 1901. The wedding took place March 1. According to the.
practice of the City Mission Workers Society, this meant Ella Banfield hiad to resign her
# fon” mmmml\nammmmgdwwumm e
Next, Banfield selected 137 ofhis best photographs, and with the help of the MBIC
magazine editor Henry S Hallman in Berlin, Ontario (now called Kitchener), printed an
mlndin‘ i i Among e iNu ve Tribe in st
mmuchp&mmhhqw ails and stories abov ife in Nigeria as he saw
it.nkindofs!idub‘c#lnbbok‘fmn. Bmﬁeldmusthcvckepudfarymuchoﬂhe- -




because often his writing has the sound of fresh memory. If any of his diaries are still
existing they would make fascinating reading. and correct a study such as this.” The
booknhohuﬂiemmuﬂmofaﬂmmmmmwholmtheanfngmdm
hardly wait to get back. Banfield appreciated the Africans for their humanity and grew in
respeuforMcum.evenlhemligiouspmnmdmheoppoudlnlm Banfield
published 4 supplementary pages with photographs from the new station he opened in
1905, lheymhclndcﬁmmcrcoplesofﬂwbook. 'y

_ nudly.aauﬁew:cmwawmmwmmﬁmmmmm
been moved by the leumlndnppcahofmemmmduwofmml of the
Conferences to form a denominational mission society seemed to be going ahead.
However, one or two districts were reluctant to support a general board. At the 1904
General Conference of the MBIC, permission was given for districts to go ahead and
develop a cooperati vem!ssionboard,hndxemoﬁoafoumwenmhuionﬂm&im
was turned down. lntbehqpedutmekindofboatdwwldstﬂlbefomed.AW
Bmﬂeldmimdﬁ'omthe“Aﬁ'tumdummleim"(SIM).EuIyiulws the
Qmadlefuum(ameOnmioquaUcdmﬁl 1907) noted.

~As for the future we have decided, since Bro. Banficld could not feel clear in
tabwﬁugundud\eA.LM,lndhnmmhnmmedﬁomeuk.tow\dhhm
under the church direct, to open a mission. Sister Banfield will accompany him (D.V.)
when he retums to Africa, and we hope and pray that God may send others with them."
A W Banfield was ordained an elder at the district conference, and began touring
Conferences with Althea, speaking about Africa. The Missionary society that was
formed in 1905 by three MBIiC Conference was called the Mennonite Brethren in Christ
Missionary Socicty (General Board), which will be referred to as the MBICMS or more
bmﬁyyeustheMinimElderEbumAnﬂamofMichi was its first chairman.”

The Banfields sailed from North America August 2 1905. At the mouth of the
Niger river, as usual, they changed to river steamer. 1t was not until October that they
reached their destination. On this journey, A W Banfield already knew where he wanted
to settle for a mission station: the western most of the three Nupe emirates on the south
side dﬂha“ﬂiger “Tsonga. (It was usually spelled Shonga in mission records).

with a population of about 5,000 in those days, was not unknown to
Nigerian missions. The foresighted Anglican bishop Samuel Ajayi Crowther had
permission from Etsy Umaru Majigi to “occupy” Tsonga in 1876.” The town, ruled by a
Hausa-Fulani family, was on the direct route of Hausa traders from Sokoto to the south.™
Crowmumumblemmﬂmmmhmmmepmmﬁalwbmnm

‘Banfield took with them to Tsonga the parts of a complete wooden house, which he
erected on concrete pillars, hoping to keep out termites and other hazards. In Patigi, he
had battled the little white ants more than enough times!

A27;  years old, Banfield was superintendent of his Church's first official mission
anywhere, " His activities over the next ten years set the pattern for the MBiCMS and the
UMwaymwcome.wdmthheUMCA.TheﬁaMﬂwUMCAbegm
" the 21" century with well over 200 churches in Niger State, and over 100 each in Kwara
and Kebbi States, follows from choices and policies agreed to by Banfield and his
successor, who served until after the 2 World War.

Banfield's priorities, in themselves were not new. Many missions began with
compound vkiuﬁon.hngnagc ionmﬁondavelapmem.andswch for more
mission bases. In 1905, there w 4 missionary bodies in all of the Northern




Protectorite: the CMS, the SIM. the Sudan United Mission (formed in 1904) and the
nites. They all faced sxmih:' challenges: vast distances, uncounted numbers of
cultu

people and languages. unknown cultures. They could have felt as the member of another

oung mission in East Africa: like “grasshoppers in their own eyes”". They were tiny
Rk e Christians in a vast non-Christian sea. They did not have the luxury of
competing for members with meetin’gs’idvcniscdasmore'fpowm-pgcimd",thm anyone
clse. There werenoother Christians. e ‘

A W Banfield soon constructed a building for worship and preaching in Tsonga,
but it would not be correct o say this was the first church in the UMCA, begause there
was no Christian congregation.” The first congregation, according to the Mission, was
not organized until, 1927, in Jebba.” Of course, the Mission's definition of a
congregation might be questioned. In practice, several ideas of what constitutes a
I 1906, the calls that Alexander and Althea, Anthony and others had given bore
fruit, as two young women, sent by the Michigan and Ontario Conferences, arrived in
Nlmmymﬂmmcd\ohmdgmdi& annabecker. Overholt had worked
as » City Mission preacher in her district, Ebenezer Anthor y gave them tips about lifein
Nupeland while he guided them to the American port of Boston on their way o Africa.
They arrived at Tsonga in September, and plunged into learning Nupe. Banfield was
convinced that new missionaries had (o Jearn the Nigerian language of their ministry
thoroughly. By December 1906, Banficld had already given them their first exams.”
lla Banfield agreed with her husband, “the study of the language is the one important
thing for the present, and pray that God will give me a langue to speak this language. |
find the people very kind, ready toreceive ane at all times. .

\s the on could speak Nupe at first, Banfield devoted himselfto
linguistic work (mainly translation), running the station, and community relations. He
encouraged the women to begin visiting compounds and reading the scripture he had
already prepared. When the dry season came, he could travel. At the end of 1906, with

Altheny . » 4148 o ' :

" We had the privilege of going on a trip to look outa suitable place for anew station,

and 1 thought to write you a few lines regarding the same. We Icft Shonga on Tucsday

December 1%, and after marching cight hours, reached quite a large town called Share.

Here we stayed for a day. for | had 1 this would make 8 good site for a mission.

The town is on the main caravan route..... We went around the town and then weat to

consult the chief... He told me that he would like to let a1l hear, and would let me know

later how thepeople felt. -

. Noxtday we leftat 5 a.m., and reached a small village at 2 p.m, As the people of
this village are Yoruby or another tribe, we had no thought of location among them, Next
day we left at 5 a.m., and after a very hard walk reached the large city of llom ... Here
we stayed with the Government Resident for three days, snd had a chance (0 see the city.

Mss. Banfield was the first white lady to enter these cities, and everybody crowded

around her to sec whata white woman waslike...,

" On our return to Share, The king and head men cane to tell me that they had

considered what I had said to them, and would be glad if | would return o their town.




Next day, we left and returned to our own city, after being away ten days, and having,

traveled one hundred and twenty miles on horse-back. | will be glad when we see a
mission station in all these centres. May God hasten the time.” 4

As it tuned out, the chief of Tsaragi changed his mind; the Mission got permission
from his successorin 1916. \

In August 1907, two more missionaries arrived, one from Michigan, USA and the
other from Ontario, Canada, Ira W Sherk was barely 21 years old: he came from a
tropical medicine course in England. Emma Hostetler was an experienced City Mission
worker. Sherk opened a simple dispensary and began to get the attention of people in
Tsongawith help given. They both worked hard with the Nupe language.

~In 1909, Banficld wrote to the Ontario Conference, “the people are beginning to
know us better and seem to have more canfidence in us, Bro. Sherk is doing quite a bit of
medical work and this is giving us a place in their hearts. Our sisters also did a lot of
visiting and reading of the Word and we feel sure that God will not let his word fall to the
ground invain."" ‘ , N

~ Banfield tmed his attention even more to translation of Nupe scriptures from
1910, and Sherk did more and more of the searching for new mission sites. By 1908, he

presented the British and Foreign Bible Society with drafts of the four gospels, and by
1914. a completed New Testament (Not a Bible, as some accounts say).

Banfield and his wife had two girls in these years, but afler a few years, as was the
practice ofall European families in West Affica, they. reluctantly left them in their home
country. It was not until after the second World War that missions were able to keep
children in the country. The Banfields were members of Bethel Chapel, the successor of
Toronto West mission, The children stayed with relatives or friends in Toronto.

The four northern missions met together in the carly days, originally to work together on
Nupe literature. Without going into details, ane result was that Banfield volunteered to
setupand manage a cooperative or “union™ printing press at Tsonga. The first machines
arrived in December 1910. Although he had never touched a printing press, his
*mechanical” skills helped him set up and run an efficient press, mﬁtnlbélm&inall
of Northern Nigeria. Banfield improved the equipment steadily, trained young men to
set type and bind books and 50 on. All the missions using the Niger Press, as Banfield
called it, were grateful for the hymnbooks, primers, newsletiers, tracts and Bible
portions they produced. Banficld said of his assistants. “their work is amarvel toall who
h;\‘rggm it Banficld was overseer of the press until it was moved to Minna between
1918-1919, 12 e 238 , o s :

 Most supporters of Christian missions, as well as missionaries themselyes, prayed
for the conversion of the non-Christian people they have in view. This s the command
of Jesus, that we make disciples of all nations. Many fine things were done along the

way: bodies and emotions healed, babies saved from death and wars stopped, Bibles
translated and so an. Sooner or later, everyone hopes to hear of new Christians and
churches. The Mennonite, mission to the Nupe was hard pressed to produce many
conversions. Even in Patigi, as early as 1904, Banfield was saying, “The outlook of the
w«khmﬂ&umnemm“ must consider that the people among whom

we are working sre Mo . and it may take years of labor here before any fruit
isseen.” At

The Canada Conference that year noted, “Bro. Banfield, in Northern Nigeria, West
Africa, reports good courage, though the visible results thus far in that work are not




great.” Writing to the Conference in 1906, Mrs. Banfield admitted she could not, as she
would have as a city mission worker, report a Holiness Convention or revival meetings,
or Gospel Banners sold, “yet 1 can report victory inmy soul.” In 1907, her husband again
wrote, from Tsonga,
~ Regarding the work at present we cannot give any flourishing accounts, save that
we are still at our post and trusting God to give us many souls among these people. The
popular idea that the heathen are waiting with outstretched arms to receive the gospel is
more poetic than true. | have found the heart of man the same out here as at home;
“deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.” This is pioneer work in the purest
sense of the word, and the work needs much patience and prayer.
~ In 1909 the building of the railway from Lagos reached Jebba and work began on
the first bridge over the great river, It was not opened until 1916. Jebba had served as a
base for S A Crowther, for Lugard and for others. From 1909, all mission traffic could
come through Lagos and up the railway to Jebba, instead of journeying up the Niger.
Banfield requested the authorities for land at Jebba and began making cement and

mud blocks for some buildings in November 1909. The site was a rocky hill, which the
UMCA still occupies with various buildings of later dates. Althea joined her husband
when the house was ready, from where she visited and taught while construction
continued. A congregation was gathered rather casily from Christians in the
construction crews of the railway, though transfers made attenders irregular. With two
stations, the game of “transfer the missionary” began: Pannabecker and Overholt
moved to Jebba when their furloughs were over, and Sherk went off to England for
another medical course. Emma Hostetler took the Banfield's daughter, Althea Mable, to
Canada to live with relatives. Mrs Banfield refers to this emptying briefly, “About a year
ago there were seven of us living on this station and now there are two of us™.
= Mdlﬂ'\?l back in July 1911, accompanied by Rev and Mrs C T. Homuth, who
hitd served with SIM briefly (1903-1904) at Bida. This allowed the Mission to attempt
another expansion among the Nupe. The CMS had appointed some people to Mokwa
before 1911, but could not maintain & mission base. Graciously, the CMS asked the
MBICMS to take over. Mokwa was on the new railway, with about 2,500 people then. A

Nigerlan co-worker, Mamidu, and his wife Wasa were asked fo bethe first missionaries

and according to Banfield's report to Conference, he did a good work. Mamudu had
been with Banfield since 1902. Wusa had been bought out of slavery. The couple
continued in Mokwa for about 3 years, while the Mission members came and went.”
In 1911, Florence Overholt married an SIM missionary, and transferred to the SIM at
Kpada.* In 1912, the North American mission was distressed by the death of Emma
Hostetler to small pox, and her grave is at Tsonga to this day. But finally in 1913, Charles
Homuth had the joy of baptizing 22 converts in May, and another 16 in October, the first
the Mission could report in 8 years. They were all at Jebba. Also in 1913, Edith Evans,
from Ontario, arrived at Jebba.
Our mission often compared itself 10 the “big brother,” SIM, and tried to do the
vings they did, but the exercise is o fruitless as UMCA comparing itself with ECWA, in
the 21* century. By 1915, the SIM had established missions in 13 places among about 8
people groups. Banfield's mission staff was' while SIM had dozens. SIM had accepted
responsibility for an area already many times larger than that of the Mennonite mission,
The reasons for the differences are obvious. The Mennonites could draw on their




membership in North America, which numbered a few thousand in scattered rural areas.
The CMS had the millions of Anglicans in Britain and her overseas possessions to
appeal to. The SIM, as an inter-denominational agency made its appeal through any
evangelical church ifinvited. They were closely associated, in Canada, with alarge non-
denominational Bible and missionary training school. Rowland Bingham edited a
Christian magazine which heavily promoted SIM missions to the general evangelical
church of North America; Mennonites, and especially Holiness Mennonites like the
of SIM's.

- There was nothing wrong with the missionaries' dedication or devotion to Christ,
or amount of prayer or sacrifice in the cause of Christ. They were aware of Satan's
devices and countered him in their prayers and teaching constantly. By mission society

s, nearly all began as youth, as we count them in Nigeria, in SIM as well as
MBICMS. The SIM closed a few stations as time went on and had little or no growth in
some of them for a long time. Patigi itself had very few Christians for much of the
century, though recently as many as 600 Nupe Christians attend the ECWA Church. In
contrast, the UMS made the painful decision to appoint no missionaries to Tsonga in
1925. In the late 19905, converts in the Tsonga area raised hopes for an indigenous
church again, . ! ¢

Banficld's influence on his fellow missionaries long after he joined the Bible
Saciety may be traced to some extent. Ira sSherk, who followed Banfield as field
superintendent in 1915, continued the policy of thorough study of languages, though it
is frue most missions operated this way at that time. Sherk himself had o working
nowledge of several Niger State languages. Under Sherk, pioneer language and

translation study was begun among the Salka Kamberi (1923), Lelna of Zuru (1925),
Reshe (Gungawa) 1938at Yelwa A 95 0 ,

The presence of the MBICMS from Tsonga, Jebba and Mokwa northward, meant
mmswuw:«ammmmmwwhgdmmmw
met together and agreed to arrangements. This polic was encouraged by th
colonial government, and is called comity, Both mhsic;’;mmﬂtmfmed. one

could almost say that Yoruba missions for them were afterthoughts, though abundantly
successful as it tuned out, These patterns are a legacy from Banfield's leadership. The
Anglicans, ECWA and UMCA together have the main Nupe Christian Community
Perhaps A W Banfield saw the changes to come with the amalgamation of
Southem and Northern Nigeria in 1914, and also thought the time had come for a
wmmm.-ammwuuwfaomfo;mmm‘ is Mcnnonite
nission could do. Perhaps he agreed with the letter of Dr J H Ritson of the British and
Foreign Bible Socicty (BFBS), which asked the MBICMS to relcase Banfield to
become their agent of the African West Coast, that the Bible Socicty could appoint him
. toabigger and more useful field of labour for the Master, What is on record is that when
BFBS saw Banfield's skill, dedication and survival in Bible publications, they wanted
him.” On furlough in 1915, Banfield and his wife were released by the Mission, and they
accepted the BFBS call. Anather era of fruitful service for Banficld began, but one
which is less directly related to the UMCA in the 21 century. '
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